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Human Development ConceptHuman Development Concept

The process of enlarging people’s choices

Human development has people at the center of development

The process of enlarging people s choices,
by expanding their capabilities of what they can do or be

(A. Sen)
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Human Development ConceptHuman Development Concept

The process of enlarging people’s choices

Human development has people at the center of development

The process of enlarging people s choices,
by expanding their capabilities of what they can do or be

(A. Sen)

Multi-dimensional, including:

♦ Access to decent income earning opportunities
♦ Living a long and healthy life
♦ Gaining education and knowledge

people’s ability 
to lead lives 

♦ Possibility to participate in family, community
and society’s decision-making

♦ Enjoying dignity and self-respect

they value

…..
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Human Development Reports Human Development Reports 

Gl b l H D l t R tGlobal Human Development Reports
1. Concept and Measurement 
2. Financing 
3 Global Dimensions3. Global Dimensions 
4. People’s Participation
5. Human Security
6. Gender
7 Economic Growth7. Economic Growth
8. Eradicate Poverty
9. Consumption
10. Globalization
11 Human Rights11. Human Rights
12. New technologies
13. Democracy
14. MDGs
15 Cultural Liberty15. Cultural Liberty
16. Aid, trade and security
17. Water
18. Climate Change
19 Mi ti (f th i )

Several regional and national reports, eg Mexico, El Salvador…

19. Migration (forthcoming)
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Global HDR2009 : Initial approachGlobal HDR2009 : Initial approach

MobilityMobility as an expression of human development
– Choice and initiative of individuals seeking to improve

th i t iti i i th t d l i i lititheir opportunities, recognising that underlying inequalities,
policies and institutions affect both processes and outcomes 
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Global HDR2009 : Initial approachGlobal HDR2009 : Initial approach

MobilityMobility as an expression of human development
– Choice and initiative of individuals seeking to improve

th i t iti i i th t d l i i lititheir opportunities, recognising that underlying inequalities,
policies and institutions affect both processes and outcomes 

Broad spectrum of movements of people:
I t ti l d d ti♦ International and domestic

♦ Degree and nature of choices (or lack thereof),   
R f li i ff ti t f♦ Range of policy regimes affecting types of
movements and associated outcomes

♦ Spectrums rather than dichotomous
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♦ Spectrums rather than dichotomous
(temporary-permanent, voluntary-forced, transnational populations)



HDR09: Starting Point and ThemesHDR09: Starting Point and Themes

Th l l b l di t ib ti f bilitiThe very unequal global distribution of capabilities
– across and within countries –
e.g.,  child mortality, life expectancy
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HDR09: Starting Point and ThemesHDR09: Starting Point and Themes

The very unequal global distribution of capabilities
– across and within countries –
e.g.,  child mortality, life expectancy

From the perspective of people who move, examine
how migration expands their choices – given that there is a vast 
spectrum of opportunities from the best endowed with the most choicesspectrum of opportunities, from the best endowed with the most choices, 
to the least well endowed. 
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e.g.,  child mortality, life expectancy

From the perspective of people who move, examine
how migration expands their choices – given that there is a vast 
spectrum of opportunities from the best endowed with the most choicesspectrum of opportunities, from the best endowed with the most choices, 
to the least well endowed. 

Risks to human development arise when migration is a reaction toRisks to human development arise when migration is a reaction to 
threats and denial of choice. If very constrained choices 
vulnerability.  The poorest and most marginalized in society most likely 
to have bad outcomes, even if better than better than in place of birth. , p
Underlying associated factors (ie. conflict, climate..) 
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HDR09: Starting Point and ThemesHDR09: Starting Point and Themes

The very unequal global distribution of capabilities
– across and within countries –
e.g.,  child mortality, life expectancy

From the perspective of people who move, examine
how migration expands their choices – given that there is a vast 
spectrum of opportunities from the best endowed with the most choicesspectrum of opportunities, from the best endowed with the most choices, 
to the least well endowed. 

Risks to human development arise when migration is a reaction toRisks to human development arise when migration is a reaction to 
threats and denial of choice. If very constrained choices 
vulnerability.  The poorest and most marginalized in society most likely 
to have bad outcomes, even if better than better than in place of birth. , p
Underlying associated factors (ie. conflict, climate..) 

How can better policies and institutions redress the patterns of
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How can better policies and institutions redress the patterns of 
inequality that erode potential benefits of mobility and/or force migration ?



HDR09: HDR09: Possible value addedPossible value added

Unified framework – which could overcome the disciplinary 
disconnects, and debates which are sometimes driven by extremes
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HDR09: HDR09: Possible value addedPossible value added

Unified framework – which could overcome the disciplinary 
disconnects, and debates which are sometimes driven by extremes

Individual choices and distribution of opportunitiesIndividual choices and distribution of opportunities

Beyond remittances…. Multi-dimensional, through to 
empowerment and identity

Community and societal effects - Distributional aspects   
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Unified framework – which could overcome the disciplinary 
disconnects, and debates which are sometimes driven by extremes

Individual choices and distribution of opportunitiesIndividual choices and distribution of opportunities

Beyond remittances…. Multi-dimensional, through to 
empowerment and identity

Community and societal effects - Distributional aspects   

Better understanding and integration of domestic mobility g g y
(relatively neglected in recent decades)

Explore movements typically pursued by disadvantaged groups 
which are often less visible (e g short term seasonal migration)which are often less visible (e.g., short term, seasonal migration)

South-south movements also relatively neglected : the whole world 
is on the move, not just, nor even largely, S -> N
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HDR09: Method and ProcessHDR09: Method and Process

Draw on national and international studies, from various disciplines, 
complemented by wide-ranging discussions and debates.  
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HDR09: Method and ProcessHDR09: Method and Process

Draw on national and international studies, from various disciplines, 
complemented by wide-ranging discussions and debates.  

Activities to inform and complement the analytical work include :
♦ Regional consultations (8 to date + 4 coming).g ( g)
♦ Liaising with the major international agencies, think-tanks

in both the South and North,
and connecting to key international processes (like GFMD). g y p ( )

♦ An Advisory Panel and a Statistics Advisory Panel.
♦ Soliciting inputs from the UNDP networks, eg HDRNet. 
♦ Open seminars.
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HDR09: Method and ProcessHDR09: Method and Process

Draw on national and international studies, from various disciplines, 
complemented by wide-ranging discussions and debates.  

Activities to inform and complement the analytical work include :
♦ Regional consultations (8 to date + 4 coming).g ( g)
♦ Liaising with the major international agencies, think-tanks

in both the South and North,
and connecting to key international processes (like GFMD). g y p ( )

♦ An Advisory Panel and a Statistics Advisory Panel.
♦ Soliciting inputs from the UNDP networks, eg HDRNet. 
♦ Open seminars.

Rapid Process: Drafting through May 2009, with publication in the Fall 09.p g g y , p
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