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Once migrants have attained Once migrants have attained 
rights, they can then, 

participate in development 
both in host and countries 

of origin





JANET NARH

Personal Journey

Daughter of migrants from Ghana -1960s
Lived in Ghana for 5 years

Lived in the UK for 37 yearsLived in the UK for 37 years
Witnessed parents experience of violation of 

rights
Personal experience- Schools in London



Personal Testimony
Studied Law –Bar in the UK

During 1990-1992 inquiry into racism at the Bar aga inst 
students from ethnic minorities

Immigration Practitioner -10 years
Handled cases of violation of human rights having t o Handled cases of violation of human rights having t o 

take the Immigration Service to the High Courts in 
London on behalf of clients

Abuse of rights in detention centres,criminalising 
irregular entry, police treatment of possible 

overstayers



Challenges for African Migrant 
Women (Rights)

• Facing discrimination – minority / gender
• Lack of adequate working conditions
• Poverty
• Lack of quality housing
• Poor education for integration
• Poor Education for women and children limiting access to quality work• Poor Education for women and children limiting access to quality work
• Lack of recognition by the political system
• Limited Access to health facilities
• Disempowered 
• Mental Health
• Domestic violence
• Cultural and traditional barriers-FGM /arranged marriages



Working for African Migrant 
Women’s rights

Rocognising that African Migrant Women 
Needed a voice-miscarriage (Client)

Broadcaster- 11 years
Working for GFM, Radio, BBC, Radio Gold, Working for GFM, Radio, BBC, Radio Gold, 

Choice FM
TV- former Director of programmes OBE TV 

Sky Channel 

Producer & Host – BEN TV Sky Channel 184

WOMAN’S HOUR



Working for African Migrant 
Women’s rights-cont

• To date I have produced a total of 2500
programmes on radio and TV educating 
African women migrants in the diaspora on 
their rightstheir rights

• I reach a potential 300,000 African women 
migrants across Europe each week 
alerting them on changes in the law, e.g 
the new rights for temporary workers on 
the EU.



Working for African Migrant 
Women’s rights-cont

• Gender Activist- 8 years
• Joined Femme Africa Solidarite (FAS)- Geneva
• Drafting  and recommending the terms of the gender 

legislation for the AU member states to adopt and ratify 
(solemn declaration). Working with UNECA/ UN (solemn declaration). Working with UNECA/ UN 

• Working on women’s rights across Africa in particular –
Great Lakes and Mano river region

• Empowering women in the UK through programmes and 
projects funded- European Social Fund/British lottery / 
Government Departments- 70-80 workshops

• Gender is my agenda campaign-www.genderismyagenda.com



Working for African Migrant 
Women’s rights-cont

• Frequently receiving invitations from international organisations to 
deliver presentations on the area of Gender and Migration.

• Recently presented papers at the following forums:
• -African Diaspora Regional Consultative Conference, Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia. 15-16th October 2007- Socio –Cultural (Women, Youth, 
and Children and vulnerable groups and knowledge sharing)-AU/UNand Children and vulnerable groups and knowledge sharing)-AU/UN

• -Intercessional workshop of the International Dialogue on Migration 
(Geneva, 7-8 July 2008)-IOM

• -The Stakeholders’ Conference on Migration September 4th - 5th, 
2008 (human rights)-OSIWA

• --The 2nd Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD civil 
society days)- October 27-30, 2008 in Manila, Philippines.







Working for African Migrant 
Women’s rights

• MAWDD (Mobilising African Women in the Diaspora 
conference in 2006 allowed the British Govt-Home 
Office, DFID, FCO to engage with the African Women 
Migrants- leading to the creation of hundreds of 
workshops empowering migrants and integrating them in workshops empowering migrants and integrating them in 
the community.

• MAWDD 2008 has now created a permanent channel for  
African Migrant Women to be recognised and 
acknowledged as actors in development in the host 
countries.- Mayor of London

• Dakar African Gender forum 2007 –African women 
migrants campaigning for gender parity in Africa.









Good News!
We have been advocating for Women’s rights and gaining headway

• Equal pay/ New rights for temporary 
Agency workers in EU

• Right to family reunion-Health workers 
/students/ married couples/students/ married couples

• Right to educational support- training 
• Right to decent housing 
• Right to education- children of migrant 

parents



AFRICAN WOMEN DIASPORA
FOR DEVELOPMENT

THE WIDER FRAMEWORK
AGFA Dakar Action Plan 2007

NANDI PROJECTNANDI PROJECT



AFRICAN MIGRANT WOMEN 
FOR DEVELOPMENT

FOCUS OF PROJECT  

• Advocacy for African migrants-To raise awareness • Advocacy for African migrants-To raise awareness 
on human rights international protection tools, in 
particular applicable to African migrant women 

• To set up centres providing support on integration in 
host countries and preparation / orientation for 
women who desire to return to countries -origin



MY GOAL

To successfully empower African migrant women 
to enable them to integrate and fully participate 

in development in host countries

Support  migrant women who wish to return to 
reintegrate in their countries of origin, to enable 
them contribute positively to the sustainable and 

human rights-based, development of their 
countries of origin.  



MIGRATION & GENDER

A HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE
REMEMBER!

Migrant women MUST be at the center of the 
rights debate for migrants if not we will 

maintain and reinforce gender inequality



Personal Testimony 

Thank you for listening!

JANET NARH LLB Hons
www.africangender.org

www.genderismyagenda.com
EMAIL: janetnar@aol.com

07901 881 999
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